Synovectomy of the elbow in rheumatoid arthritis. Long-term results.
We reviewed 61 elbow synovectomies in 50 patients with rheumatoid arthritis, with follow-up varying from 4 to 10 years (mean 6.5 years). The results were graded as satisfactory in 70%, with no significant difference in the results between joints which were radiologically good before operation and those which had been destroyed. Longer term results were analysed of 27 elbow synovectomies in 22 patients followed up for over six years. The results were satisfactory in 67% of the patients in both 1981 and in 1987, with no deterioration over this period.